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hen Danay moved from 
Cuba to Southwest 
Florida in 2003, her 

eyes were opened to a world 
of possibilities. Motivated by 
opportunity and a calling to serve 
others, she committed herself to 
education, pursuing her lifelong goal 
of becoming a nurse. Working full-
time while attending school certainly 
posed challenges. Nevertheless, 
by 2011, she had completed her 
training and was a certified PRN 
nurse in Lee County. 

A few years later, Danay gave birth 
to her daughter, Adele. “She came 
into this world as a strong, warrior 
angel with many challenges,” 
said Danay. A warrior she was, as 
complications during the pregnancy 
hindered Adele’s brain development 
resulting in a permanent disability. 
To this day, Adele uses a 
wheelchair, suffers from seizures, 
eats through a feeding tube, and 
cannot speak, but she continues to 
fight. Together, Danay and Adele 
work to build Adele’s physical 
strength, but it’s an uphill battle. 

These circumstances would be 
difficult for any family. The emotional 
and financial strains associated 
with raising a special needs child 
can be overwhelming. But as a 
single mother, these difficulties are 
exacerbated for Danay. Especially, 
considering the median wage for 
nurses in Lee County is a meager 
$33,550. 

Between Adele’s medical bills and 
Danay’s modest income, the family 
was in a constant state of financial 

instability. As doctors worked to 
find treatments for Adele, Danay 
plunged further and further into 
medical debt. To afford housing, she 
rented a small unit in Lehigh Acres, 
and while the rent was affordable, 
being nearly an hour away from 
emergency care was not a tenable 
situation. 

May 5th, 2017 is a day that Danay 
will never forget. 

That morning, Adele suffered an 
unusually bad seizure that required 
an ambulance, but the proximity 
of their rental house to emergency 
care meant a significant wait. 
On the way to the emergency 
room, Adele stopped breathing 
and slipped into a coma. For the 
next 45 days, Danay waited by 
her daughter’s side, hoping and 
praying to see her smiling face 
again. When Adele finally regained 
consciousness, Danay packed 
their things, emptied her savings, 

and rented an apartment near the 
hospital. It was small and expensive 
but necessary for her daughter’s 
health. 

Through this all, Danay always 
dreamed that one day, her family 
would have a stable and affordable 
place to call home. With an 
affordable home, Danay would no 
longer be forced to choose between 
paying medical bills or rent. She 
needed peace of mind, financial 
stability, and the opportunity to 
build a better life—things that an 
affordable home could provide. The 
dream of owning a home hit the 
roadblocks caused by her financial 
situation. How could she save for 
a down payment? How could she 
avoid predatory credit-providers?   

That’s when Danay decided 
to apply for the affordable 
homeownership program provided 
by Habitat for Humanity. In January 
2019, she was accepted and began 
her journey to homeownership. It 
was a long process that included 
sweat equity hours, attending 
educational courses, paying $1,700 
towards closing costs, and working 
with Habitat counselors to pay 
down her debts. Then on August 
16th, 2019, just two years after 
Adele’s medical emergency, Danay 
signed the affordable mortgage to 
purchase her Habitat home. Now, 
Danay and Adele are thriving in a 
safe, affordable house that they call 
home. 

“A strong, warrior angel”“A strong, warrior angel”

Adele (left), and her art therapist (right), 
work on a painting that Adele gifted to 
Habitat Homeownership Advisor, Ana V.

Danay and Adele celebrate achieving the American Dream of homeownership at their home dedication ceremony with her family, 
home sponsor David Lucas (bottom left) and the Can-Do Crew volunteers who worked alongside Danay on her home (bottom right). 
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THANK YOU FOR YOUR IMPACT:

Support families like Danay’s 
by donating securely online at 

habitat4humanity.org/donate.
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THANK YOU FOR YOUR IMPACT: THANK YOU FOR YOUR IMPACT:
Making a difference: 
Kevin Anderson

Habitat’s new chapter: 
neighborhood building

Habitat for Humanity of Lee and Hendry Counites: What 
motivates your support of Habitat for Humanity, and why 
do you believe affordable homeownership is important 
for our community?

Kevin Anderson: I’m motivated by the fact that there’s a 
significant shortage of affordable housing options for our low 
and moderate-income residents.Over the years, the cost of 
housing has continued to climb, and wages in our community 
have struggled to keep pace. We simply have too many 
families in Fort Myers spending over half their income on 
housing, which often leaves them one missed paycheck away 
from homelessness.

H4H: Are you concerned there will be long-term social 
and economic challenges due to the city’s affordable 
housing shortage?

KA: Yes. The bottom line is when communities lack 
affordable housing, it negatively impacts the long-term 
economic health of the city. High housing costs mean our 
residents have less money to spend at local businesses. And 
businesses are less likely to invest in communities where 
their employees cannot afford to live. 

More importantly, safe, decent, and affordable housing is 
crucial to strengthening families and our community. I believe 
affordable homeownership is the best way for low-income 
earners to improve their economic situation. They can build 
equity, achieve security, and break the cycle of poverty. 
Homeownership also provides the stable environment 
needed for children to succeed in school and enjoy their 
youth.

H4H: As a member of city council, what do you think 
should be done to help stimulate the development of 
affordable housing?

KA: Improving local zoning and density ordinances along with 
bonus density and inclusionary zoning policies can increase 
the supply of affordable homes. Two other great ways to 
encourage the private sector to build affordable housing and 
help keep cost low for nonprofit builders is to ease the burden 
of impact fees and create an expedited permitting process. 
These help to ensure the market feasibility and avoid 
expensive delays.

H4H: Is the affordable housing shortage an issue being 
discussed frequently at City Hall?

KA: The issue of affordable housing comes up at both 
the City Council and Community Redevelopment Agency 
meetings and will be a top priority for me during the upcoming 
year.

H4H: You’re known for being active in the community, 
what do you tell a constituent who may not be overly 
supportive of building affordable housing?

KA: Fort Myers is the #1 retirement location in the country, 
and we are the 6th fastest growing area.  Our population is 
approaching 88,000. In Lee County there is an estimated 
need of 52,000 affordable housing units. As we continue to 
grow, so will the demand for service industry related jobs and 
subsequently housing for people who work in these jobs.

The lack of affordable housing will have a negative impact 
on the long-term economic health of our community affecting 
crime, poverty, graduation, and addiction rates. Also, building 
affordable housing is just the right thing to do.

Kevin Anderson (right) and Milagros (left) at her home 
dedication in December where Kevin presented the keys to 
her new Habitat home. 

ince winning his election in November 2018, Fort 
Myers City Councilmember Kevin Anderson has been 
raising his voice in support of Habitat for Humanity 
and affordable housing in Southwest Florida. Recently, 

Habitat for Humanity interviewed Councilman Anderson to get 
his thoughts on the state of affordable housing in Fort Myers.

S

To learn how you can make a difference 
by advocating for Habitat for Humanity, 
visit habitat4humanity.org/advocacy

ince being chartered in 1982, a majority of 
homes built by Habitat for Humanity of Lee 
and Hendry Counties have been located on 

scattered lots throughout Southwest Florida. As our 
organization moves forward, we are transitioning 
to building Habitat for Humanity neighborhoods, 
a model that is widely considered a best practice 
for Habitat affiliates. By strategically designing 
neighborhoods, we promote an improved quality of 
life that focuses on education, health and wellbeing, 
and economic opportunities.

Our families are connected through a shared Habitat 
experience, fostering a sense of community and 
social cohesion. Often, they’ve attended educational 
courses and built homes alongside one another. In 
addition, the children go to the same schools and 
build friendships at the neighborhood playground.

Furthermore, our residents develop the civic 
engagement skills needed for managing 
homeowners’ associations and keeping up on 
community matters.

Along with high-quality homes, Habitat for Humanity 
neighborhoods include modern landscaping, social 
and recreational amenities, and a dedicated Habitat 
staff member who serves as the neighborhood 
liaison.

In 2020, construction will begin on two new Habitat 
for Humanity neighborhoods.

In Bonita Springs, the Renaissance at Rosemary 
Park will consist of 14 single-family homes along 
Streetsboro Lane. In Fort Myers, groundbreaking 
on the 20-acre, 150 home, Heritage Heights 
neighborhood will begin in early spring. This will be 
the largest neighborhood in Habitat for Humanity 
of Lee and Hendry Counties’ history and serves as 
an excellent opportunity to scale our neighborhood 
model to meet the community’s need for affordable 
homes.
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“We consider them family”

4 ReStore 
locations

generated

in revenue to help 
Habitat build homes

ov
er $3.3 million

18,846
items donated 
to the ReStore 
and diverted 
from landfills

18,409
volunteer hours

750
ReStore volunteers 

completed

2018-2019: 

ReStore by the 
numbers:

thank you ReStore 
corporate sponsors:

DONATIONS 
NEEDED!

Schedule your FREE 
pickup online at 
ReStoreLee.org 
today or call the 

donation hotline at 
(239) 652-0388.

an you fix this?” It is a question often heard 
by ReStore volunteers, Tom Timmer and 
John Martens, “I’m not sure, but we will 
take a look at it” being the typical reply.

With more than 18,000 donations made to Habitat 
ReStores in 2019, a number of items donated are 
missing parts, pieces, or in need of repairs before 
making it to the store floor. “Sometimes I see brand 
new things donated, and I think, how did this get so 
broken?” said Tom. Rather than letting the items go 
to a landfill, Tom and John bring it to their repair office 
located in the McGregor ReStore, a store which they 
helped build, and get to work.

Using donated tools and the skills they’ve developed 
over decades of professional and practical experience, 
the two volunteers transform broken tables, furniture, 
and miscellaneous goods into store quality, ready-for-
sale items. “It can be painstaking work,” said Tom, and 
for John, the work does occasionally take its toll on his 

replaced knees, hips, and shoulder. But he’s motivated 
to keep going by a “Christian attitude of helping others” 
and the drive to do things right.

“We are so blessed to have these two passionate and 
dedicated volunteers supporting our mission,” said VP 
of ReStore, Tammy Moran.   

“They continue to volunteer up to five days a week, and 
their vast knowledge and expertise are utilized daily.  
We consider them family, and their unwavering support 
has strengthened the teamwork and mission of turning 
donations into homes.” 

Certainly, their efforts have significantly contributed to a 
fantastic year for the Habitat ReStores. A year in which 
ReStore revenue was a record-breaking $3.3 million. 
Thank you, Tom and John, for your continued support 
of Habitat for Humanity and dedication to creating a 
world where everyone has a decent place to live.

“C
John Martens (left) and Tom Timmer (right) putting God’s love into action through volunteering with Habitat. 

Interested in donating your new and gently used items to the 
ReStore? Schedule a FREE donation pickup online: restorelee.org

THANK YOU FOR YOUR IMPACT:
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gratitude 
report
FY 2018-2019 | OCTOBER 1, 2018–SEPTEMBER 30, 2019

And that’s just the way we like it
n October, I had an opportunity to attend the Jimmy and Rosalyn Carter Work Project in Nashville, Tennessee. 
At the project, 21 families worked to build their homes alongside President Carter, the first lady, country music 
stars, and hundreds of volunteers. It was an amazing, mission-focused event that garners much-needed 

attention for the issue of home affordability, and I had many compelling thoughts and memories. 

One thought is that as we move through our personal and professional lives, we often let perfection become 
the enemy of something great. Through decades of service, the 
Carters have come to understand that an organization running 
on generosity and volunteers, while serving the most vulnerable 
families, is fraught with unique challenges. Many times, remaining 
positive when confronted with these challenges can be a daunting 
task in and of itself. To address this, the Carter’s have adopted a 
simple phrase for when the best-laid plans go awry, namely, “and 
that’s just the way we like it.” 

For example, when several inches of rain fell just hours before the 
Carter Work Project began, turning build sites into sloppy pits of 
mud, I could say “the weight of carrying walls made me sink in mud 
inches past my ankles, “and that’s just the way I like it.” 

In 2019, there were many, “and that’s just the way we like it” 
moments for our organization and the families we serve. Whether 
it was, through no fault of our own, the McGregor ReStore opening 
three months late, or scheduled presenters canceling just moments 
before our biggest events, or a design company damaging our 
new ReStore truck and keeping it off the road for weeks…or 
something else on the list that could go on for the entirety of this 
publication. Indeed, these moments were stressful, leading to many 
long days for staff and testing the resilience of our organization. 
When combined with a restructuring in leadership and numerous 
personnel changes, a decline in performance could be expected. 

Nevertheless, it was a record-breaking year at Habitat for Humanity 
of Lee and Hendry Counties in terms of homes built, families 
counseled, ReStore revenue, philanthropic giving, and volunteer 
hours. By all accounts, 2019 was a fantastic year and will serve as 
the foundation for an even bigger year in 2020. For your faith in our 
mission, our vision, our organization, and the families we serve, I 
am forever grateful. 

I

TOP: Becky Lucas, ankle deep in mud at the 
Carter Work Project in Nashville, TN. And 
that’s just the way she likes it.

BOTTOM: Becky and her husband Brian (on 
the left in blue) with Habitat International CEO 
Jonathan Reckford, and country music stars 
Garth Brooks and Trisha Yearwood. Learn more about the impact YOU made by 

reviewing our gratitude report 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR IMPACT: A LETTER FROM BECKY
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Special thanks to our major corporate sponsors:

65 fa
m

ili
es

purchased 
homes

58 fa
m

ili
es

served 
internationally 
through local 
tithe

955
families came to 
us to learn about 
homeownership

16 fa
m

ili
es

satisfied their 
mortgages

6,410
volunteers

83,768
volunteer 
hours

134
children 
now have 
stability

Total Revenue
$21,527,304

Total Expenses
$20,452,193

3%
Rental

1%
Misc.

41%
First

 
Mortgages 
Issued

16%
ReStore

20%
Contributions

10%
Donated Property,
Services & Goods

9 %
Gov. Grants

®

75%
Construction

5%
Family
Outreach

12%
Retail
Stores

4%
Rentals

2%
G & A 2%

Fundraising

FY 2018-2019 Government Grants
$306,794 Lee County SHIP • $98,000 Cape Coral SHIP • $875,832 Other SHIP • $43,358 SIFR Funding 

$83,500 Cape Coral CDBG • $141,800 Federal Home Loan Bank • $83,074 Disaster Recovery Program 

$233,836 Volunteer Florida

gratitude 
report
Executive Leaders

Board of Directors

FY 2018-2019  |  October 1, 2018 - 
September 30, 2019

Becky  Lucas  |  CEO
Rick Mercer  |  President & Construction
John O’Donnell  |  CFO & Finance
Tanya Soholt  |  COO & Family Services
Vince Modarelli  |  VP of Community Outreach
Tammy Moran  |  VP of ReStore

Gary Aubuchon (Chairman), Aubuchon 
Team of Companies • Pam Avesian 
(Vice Chairman), Chico’s FAS, Inc. 
Carl A. Barraco (Treasurer), Barraco 
and Associates • Robert M. Arnall 
(Secretary), FineMark National Bank and 
Trust • Patricia Benner, Retired Educator 
Tim Byal, Miromar Development Corp
Edward P. Canterbury, Henderson 
| Franklin • Vicki Cooper, ReStore 
Volunteer Leader Ginny Dickinson, 
Volunteer • Jeananne Folaros, Retired 
Educator • Cheryl R. Glover, Mount 
Hermon Ministries, Inc. • Erica K. Harp, 
CPA, Hughes, Snell, & CO, PA • Timothy 
F. Hawkins, Hospital Experts • John 
Hill, Pinnacle Advisory Group • Mitch 
Hutchcraft, Consolidated Citrus/
King Ranch • Paul Martin, Kolter Land 
Partners LLC • Steve Mclntosh, Tartan 
Consulting • F. Michael (Mike) Mullinix 
MD, Volunteer • Linda Miller, Avalon 
Engineering, Inc • David Owen, McGriff 
Insurance Services • Debra N. Penuel, 
RN, Retired Nurse • John Tobler, Tobler 
Construction

THANK YOU FOR YOUR IMPACT:
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Richard and Toby Garner
Jeffrey and Susan Garvin SW

Grant & Christine Kurtz Foundation
Chancey and Jacqueline Graziano
Michael and Carol Grimes
Hampton Golf, Inc.
Richard and Barbara Hansen
Teri Hansen SW

Timothy * and Rebecca Hawkins
Sally Hebeisen
John Henning
Stephen and Diane Hiatt
Thomas and Diane Howlett
Ellen Hyndman
James and Glenna Irwin
Peter and Jan Davis Jacobsen
Robert and Nancy Jaycox
Paul and Marianne Kadlic
Knights of Columbus Saint Andrew
The Fred and Martha Kohnke 
  Charitable Fund
Joyce Koons
Susan Krauter
Lake Michigan Credit Union of Florida
Tom and Bert Lammert
Lawson Family Charitable Foundation
Michael Lensing
Chris Lopez
Kathleen Loula
Allen Lowen
Christopher and Virginia Loyd
Dennis and Mary Lubozynski
Richard and Marlys Lynch
David and Ana Machamer
Thomas and Beth Maguire
Tom and Judy Maish
Sheila Massey
Steve * and Connie McIntosh
Mary McVay
Berneda Meeks
Linda Miller *
The Linda and George Miller Fund
Miromar Development Corporation
John Mitchell
Karin Moe
Neale Montgomery
Millie Dinkel Moore
Roger and Mary Jo Morgan
Richard and Marilyn Nicklas
Karen O’Bryan
Gregory and Shelley Olson
The Robert and Marcia Oswald 
  Family Foundation
Owen-Ames-Kimball Company
D. Reid and Mary Lee Patterson
Jerry and Dawn Peppercorn
William Podl
Austin Power
Tyra Read SW

David and Mary Reardon
Reese Family Charitable Foundation
Randal and Julie Richardson
Christopher and Susan Riley
Alexander and Patty Robinson
Michael Rohovsky
Rotary Club of Fort Myers-Sunrise
Sanibel Congregational UCC
Ralph and Florence Scearce
Schenian Family Foundation, Inc.

John and June Scheumann
Thomas and Christine Schinke
Virginia Schofield
Robert and Marianne Sebes
Frank and Mary Jane Semcer
Howard and Brenda Sheridan
Steven and Kathleen Shimp
Jason and Tanya Soholt SW

John and Judith Spoelhof
Deborah Stahlhuth Holmes
Art and Jeannie Steidel SW2

Richard and Pamela Stolz
Radford and Kathy Sturgis SW

Lewis and Barbara Sutherland
Michael and Sharon Tanielian
Thrivent Financial for Lutherans
Tobler Construction *
Rhoda Todd
Anna (Boots) Tolles SW2

Omer and Mary Troyer
Joseph and Loretta Vento
Janet Watermeier
Kevin Weidling
Robert Weiss
Dennis and Rita Wells
Timothy and Janet Whiteman
James and Carolyn Wier
Patricia Zambuto SW

Jo Zeller

Sustaining Builders
Jerry Bolton
Samuel and Christine Disano
Ellie Fox
Louis Friedrichs
James and Mary Hamilton
Michael and Deborah Hervey
Angela Kaiser
Susan Krauter
John and Lucia Nastasi
Cassandra Nocifora
Miriam Pereira
Shirley Sloper
Rhoda Todd

Gifts “In Honor of”
Charles Avery and Ellen Dennis
Elisha Baird
Ingrid Benjamin
Edward and Linda Boyle
Beverly Brown
Jake Burbach
The Cottrill-Hines Family
Lt. Col. Charles T. “Tom” Cox
Jack David
Angel Drwal
Harold Elsesser
James Flaherty’s Birthday
Daniel L. Frye
Kitty Green SW2

Mary Jo Hardy
Sandra and Jim Hogue
Eileen Holdman
Mary and Scott Jenkins
David and Linda Lucas’ 50th 
  Wedding Anniversary
Ana Machamer
Kelly McWilliams
Christina Medor
Margaret Naumes

Evelyn Nelson
Margie Nelson
Austin North
Wayne and Laurye Omelia
Angela Peffley
David and Barbara Peirson
Habitat for Humanity ReStore
Jessica Rickert
Mary Gayle Sartwell
Sandra Sprague
Nancy Stoddard
Lee Stoneback’s Birthday
Winston and Helene Watts
Martha Werner

Gifts “In Memory Of”
Paul Allegretto
Rick Anderson
Essie Arnold
Robert Bain
Ronetta Baker
Marvin Birdt
Robert Brinley
Cindy Caputo
Robert C. Clifford
Joe Decker
Lawrence V. DeCresle
Don Eddlemon
Jeannette Einhorn
Michael James Gilmore
Mike Griffin
Judy Haase
Jerry Havill
Joseph Heard
Georgia Hitzing
Mary Lou and Leonard Holtz
Joyce Hurley
Steve Landes
Malissa Langley
Charles H. Laurence
Janet Lieb
Florence E. Lostuzzi
Baby Philip Mackessy
Bennie Malcioln
Lucille Helen McMahon
Christine Mercer
Barbara Myres
Lorraine Hennegin Nelson
Margaret Peabody
Gail Pennington
Willard Peterson
James W. Quilty
Harold Ruth
Bob Sears
Jackie Smith
Paul K. Taefi
Ron Vandeveld
Rev. Susan B. Rice-Waller
Betty Weisel
Lyle Zimmerman

 

Habitat Heroes
AUM, Inc.
Chico’s FAS
Brian SM and Becky SW2 Lucas
Kevin and Karen Lucas
Shadow Wood Charitable Foundation
Stillwell Enterprises & Restaurant 
  Group - Keylime Bistro
Ron Vandeveld Irrevocable Trust

Home Sponsors
Anonymous
B & I Contractors, Inc.
Beacon Point Associates, LLC
Daniel J. and Jane H. Berktold Habitat for 
  Humanity Fund
Bonita Bay Club
Edwardson Family Foundation
Alan Einhorn and Vicki Cooper * SW

HM Restaurant Group - Doc Ford’s Rum 
  Bar & Grille
Jason’s Deli of Southwest Florida, Inc.
Mark Loren Designs, Inc. SM

Terrence and Susan Mulligan
Publix Super Markets Charities, Inc.
Raymond Building Supply, LLC
Rotary Club of Bonita Springs
Scanlon Auto Group
TIAA Bank
Wayne Wiles Floor Coverings, Inc.

Dream Builders Club
Jean E. Dreyer Revocable Trust
John and Jean Grisik
Habitat for Humanity of Florida, Inc.
Shawn and Jacqui McIntyre
Wells Fargo Foundation

Master Builders Club
Anonymous
Bank of America Charitable Foundation
Lynne Birdt SW

Bonita Springs Estero Realtors
John and Helen Cassin
Claiborne and Ned Foulds Foundation Trust
William E. Cross Foundation, Inc.
John and Sharon Felsenthal
John * and Lesley Hill
Francis P. Hindelong Memorial Trust
Larry and Beverly Hinman
Homeownership for All, Inc.
Dennis and Darlene Kozlowski
Edward and Constance Lizak SW2

Craig and Beverley Miller
Ann Pettersson-Power Charitable Gift Fund
Bill and Carol Ann Price
Rotary Club of Fort Myers South
Rotary Club of Sanibel-Captiva
Sanibel Captiva Community Bank
Jeffrey and Louise Schrank
Southwest Florida Community Foundation
St. Michael & All Angels Episcopal Church
The Robert and Patricia Stift Charitable 
  Fund, a Donor Advised Fund of The US 
  Charitable Gift Trust
Jeffrey and Kim Sutton

Dewey and Brenda Tate
William and Mary Ann Walter
Zonta Foundation of Southwest 
  Florida/Sanibel-Captiva

Hope Builders Club
Anonymous
Achieva Credit Union
Robert * and Ann Arnall SW2

The Al and Nancy Burnett Charitable 
  Foundation, Inc.
George Byam
Cape Coral Chrysler Dodge Jeep Ram
Peter Cundall and Tamara Moore
David and Joan (Doreen) Davis
Edison National Bank
Enterprise Holdings Foundation
John and Barbara Findley
Florida Hometown Title & Escrow, LLC
John Fruth
GE Foundation - Matching Gifts Program
GL Homes of Florida Corporation
Hi-Tech Cooling & Controls, Inc.
Elmo and Betty Hurst
Mitch * and Michelle Hutchcraft
Keith and Kathleen Hynes
Charles and Linda Idelson
Lance and Susan Johnson
Peter and J. Diane Jones
Michael * and Ann Mullinix
Norris Furniture & Interiors
Andy and Denise Oakes-Lottridge
Jim and Deb Penuel * SW2

Re-Bath of Southwest Florida
Royal Palm Coast Realtor Association 
Housing Foundation
Ronald and Carol Sperling
State Farm Insurance Company
August and Donna Turturro
Valley National Bank
Marvin P. Verhulst Foundatio

Finish Carpenters Club
Aubuchon Family Fund, Gary * and 
  Andrea Aubuchon  SW

Barraco and Associates, Inc. *
Patricia * SW2 and Harley Benner
Robert and Judith Burgstahler
David and Kay Daly
William and Andrea Douglas
The Fernandez Family Foundation
Michael and Viola Flynn
FMSbonds, Inc.
Fort Myers Brewing Company
Charles and Kitty Green  SW2

Habitat for Humanity International, Inc.
Richard and Margaret Hulit
David and Susan Knust
Howard and Biddy Lang Charity Trust
Jason Lipsher
David and Elaine Momot
John and Lucia Nastasi
NextEra Energy Foundation, Inc.
David * and Sarah Owen
Pavese Law Firm
John and Mary Jean Ross

Rotary Club of Fort Myers
Dale (Ted) and Jean Smith
Suncoast Credit Union
Mark and Patricia Suwyn
Synovus
Charles and Nancy Von Maur
Wayne and Sharon Wellman
Westcor Land Title Insurance Company

Wall Raiser Club
Anonymous
Mark and Carolyn Ain
Pablito Almira
Darrel and Sandy Anderson
Donny and Kathleen Andrews
Anita Arnold
Susan Atwell
Charles Avery and Ellen Dennis
Banks Engineering
William and Barbara Barbre
Carl * and Sandra Barraco
Michael Beebe and Nancy 
  Montgomery Beebe
Lowell and Karen SW2 Benson
Paul and Julie Ben-Susan
Clyde and Pat Berger
David and Mari Beswick
Margaret Bisgrove
Ann Boston-Reamey
Dwight and Ellen Bowden
John and Courtney Boynton
Broadway Palm Dinner Theatre
Joan Bulvanoski
Edmund and Patricia Burke
Timothy Byal * and Lisa Mishler
Katherine Caldwell
Michael Capriano and Jeannette Bennett
Jane Cookson
Curtis and Gail Cost
Sharon Cross
Ray and Suzie Curler
Ralph and Dorothy Davis
The DeCunzo Family Trust
Desai Family Donor Advised Fund, a 
  fund of the Southwest Florida 
  Community Foundation
Beverly Dommerich SW

William and Jane Drew
William and Nancy Drum
Gail Dupre
Lisa Duritsch SW and John Meiser
Eddlemon-Farmer Family Fund
James and Lionel Elsesser
Grant and Susan Erickson SW

Doug and Diane Ewing
Ron and Leslie Ezerski
James and Johanna Farley
Jeananne Folaros * SW2

Fort Family Foundation, a donor-advised 
  fund of The Philanthropy Fund
Fort Myers Christian Church
Fort Myers Mighty Mussels
Ellie Fox
Michael and Michelle Gambino
Raymond and Catherine Garea

Thank you, every gift empowers a family in Lee & 
Hendry Counties

* Board Member
SW/SM Women Build
        SuperWoman/Man
BoldBold Building a Legacy        Building a Legacy       
      Society Member      Society Member

K
E
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FY 2018-2019 | OCTOBER 1, 2018 - SEPTEMBER 30, 2019
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or the past twenty years, Carlos Perez has been a mainstay at Habitat for Humanity of Lee and Hendry 
Counties. Unrelenting positivity and a jovial sense of humor make Carlos an easy guy to like. But his 
organizational value comes from a uniquely personal connection to Habitat’s mission.

In 1997, Carlos and his young family were living in Brooklyn, New York. The high cost of housing forced his family 
into a small, rundown apartment with minimal ventilation and poor air quality. Eventually, the untenable living 
conditions began impacting his children’s health, and following the doctor’s advice—Carlos relocated his family to 
Southwest Florida.

After a year of renting, the Perez family was accepted into Habitat’s affordable homeownership program. Carlos 
completed the majority of his sweat equity hours in the ReStore, where his work ethic and management skills were 
noticed. Upon completing his hours, Carlos was offered a full-time position with the ReStore, beginning his career 
with Habitat.

For Carlos, 2019 is a year of milestones. In addition to marking his twentieth year as a dedicated staff member, the 
Perez family also made the final mortgage payment on their Habitat home. A home that’s provided stability and an 
opportunity for the Perez children to flourish academically and professionally.

Asked what motivates him after twenty years with the organization, Carlos had this to say, “I know what Habitat did 
for me. Every time we close on a home and have a dedication. I’m a part of that dedication. I see the kids running 
and showing off their rooms—it takes me back to 1998, and the day we got our home. Seeing my four kids so 
happy to have their own room and a place to call home. That’s what it’s all about.”  

Completing mortgage payments is something accomplished by less than 30 percent of homeowners in the United 
States. However, on December 17th, Carlos and his wife, Mildred, joined 15 other Habitat families to celebrate 
paying off their home loans at the annual Mortgage Burning Ceremony. Congratulations to all our families that 
have achieved this incredible feat!

F
A year of milestones
THANK YOU FOR YOUR IMPACT:

here are many reasons to support expanding 
affordable homeownership opportunities in our 
community. Often, we focus on improvements in 
health and academic outcomes for children or 

the security that homeownership provides for families.

Undoubtedly, these benefits are critically important to 
the health and wellbeing of our families and community. 
However, they are not the only benefits derived from 
an increased supply of affordable homes. Many times, 
the economic stability associated with affordable 
homeownership empowers entrepreneurial minds to 
give back to their communities in unique ways.

One of those people is Habitat for Humanity 
homeowner, Stefanie.

When Stefanie purchased her Habitat home in 2014, 
she was employed at the Lee Memorial Hospital. 
However, her true passion was working with young 
children and the affordable Habitat mortgage allowed 
her to pursue her career goals. She left Lee Memorial, 
began working towards her professional daycare 
credentials, and was hired by Little Sprouts Child Care 
Center.

In the following years, Stefanie finished her training, 
gained valuable work experience, and saved money for 
purchasing her own childcare center. Just four years 
after moving into her Habitat home, Stefanie had the 
experience, education, and funds needed to open and 
operate her professional daycare center. “When it came 
time for me to leave and open my own, the owner said, 
why don’t you buy this daycare center?” “I knew all of 
the staff, kids, and parents,” said Stefanie.

Upon purchasing Little Sprouts Child Care, Stefanie 
renamed it Step-by-Step Child Care and began 
growing her business. Today, 67 kids are enrolled in 
her programs, and she employs a 10-person team 
of teachers and staff that provide a safe, learning 
environment for children. Asked how homeownership 
has impacted her life, Stefanie said, “Owning a home, 
it set the foundation for my life. I don’t think I’d ever be 
able to own a business if I didn’t own a home first.”

Through hard work and a partnership with Habitat for 
Humanity, Stefanie has become a homeowner and 
business owner. She’s a job creator that provides a 
valuable service to our families and community. 

T

“Habitat set the foundation for 
my life”

THANK YOU FOR YOUR IMPACT:

Habitat homeowners, Stefanie (left) and Shacoya (right), outside Stefanie’s small buisiness Step-By-Step Child Care Center.

Carlos and his wife Mildred celebrate with their 
family at the Mortgage Burning in December.
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Celebrating 10 Years 
of empowering women, 
empowering families, and 
empowering communities
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Heitman House

16th
Fundraising
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17th
Volunteer Shift 
Sign-Ups Open

1st
SuperWoman 
Wall Raising

25th
Volunteer Work 
on Homes Begin

9th
Home

Dedications

14th
Thank You 

Party at 
the Hyatt 
Regency
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We have worked hard to be 
recognized for our accountability 
and transparency. We are extremely 
diligent in keeping costs down and 
maximizing the dollars invested by 
our donors. 

1288 N. Tamiami Trail 
North Fort Myers, FL 33903


