
During her mother’s home dedication, 
Natalie proudly showed off her “mi casa 
es su casa” t-shirt to the Shadow Wood 
community members who fundraised 
and volunteered alongside her mother 
helping build their Habitat home. 
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and to our in kind sponsors:

thank you to our Women 
Build sponsors:

BURNETT

DECAL

Women Build: 
empowering women 
together since 2011

In 2020 we celebrate 10 
years of empowering 
women through Women 
Build! Join us for this 
milestone anniversary. 
Email WomenBuild@
Habitat4Humanity.org to 
be added to our Women 
Build mailing list and stay 
in the know about our 
upcoming 2020 events.

TOP LEFT: Habitat homebuyer, Roseline, and her five 
children are one of 20 families who have been empowered 
through Women Build since 2011. TOP RIGHT: Volunteer 
Site Supervisor, Pam Schmidt, and SuperWoman, Christina 
Schwinn, volunteer painting Roseline’s Habitat house. 
BOTTOM LEFT: Chico’s FAS, Inc. associates volunteer 
during Women Build 2019. Since 2011, Chico’s FAS, Inc. has 
partnered with us to empower women through Women Build. 
BOTTOM RIGHT: In March, over 200 people celebrated the 
launch of our 9th Women Build season at Sydney & Berne 
Davis Art Center and enjoyed a panel discussion about impacts 
of affordable housing built through Women Build.
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Every woman can build for 
empowerment

“Habitat has changed our lives for the better. My dreams of 
becoming a homeowner and raising my kids in a safe environment 
have become true because of Habitat. [During Women Build] I got to 
work next to and meet so many amazing people! This will forever be 
a truly amazing experience that I will never forget.”
– Wanda, Women Build 2018 Habitat Homebuyer

Spring 2018 Women Build, Wanda volunteered alongside Women Build 
supporters and learned new construction skills to help build her home.

“Women Build is all about empowering women. There’s something 
supernatural about women helping women. The program changes lives, 
but not just of the women who purchase the home. It also changes the 
lives of the volunteers who go through the process with them.”

– Pam Avesian, Women Build SuperWoman, Habitat Board Member 
and Vice President of Internal Audit at Chico's FAS

Pam Avesian (second from right) volunteers with her Chico’s FAS, Inc. team 
during the house raising of Chico’s FAS, Inc. 50th sponsored Habitat home. 

“My daughter, Margaret, and I love being a part of Women Build. This event is very special 
to us, with all the support from the Habitat staff, and all the volunteers it does feel as we 
work side by side, that we do have an incredible power to help make a big difference 
in our community. With the skills we share and gain, like campaigning, fundraising, and 
constructing homes, we know it’s helping loving families and our hope is it will empower 
many others to do the same in their community and that makes us happy.”

- Candiss and Margaret, Mother-Daughter Volunteer Duo

Mother-daughter volunteer duo and SuperWomen, Candiss Dombkowski and Margaret 
Fulghum, volunteer at the 2019 Women Build house raising. 

“For almost all of my young life I grew up one of three children with a single mother. I know 
the struggles of moving from apartment to apartment, having moved 9 times in 10 years 
between the age of 6-11 years old. We never had a place to call our own, we always paid 
someone else for the privilege of living in their small apartments. I feel blessed and grateful 
to be able to help a mother and her children to have a place to call their own home, a place 
where they feel safe and secure and are in control of their own home and future.”

- Wendi Carroll, Women Build Volunteer Site Supervisor

Left to right: Wendi Carrol with Volunteer Site Supervisor and Habitat Board Member, Pat 
Benner and Habitat CEO & President Kitty Green. 
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W hen Barbara was 13, she 
was on the swim team, a 
member of the Thespian 

Honor Society, bussed tables at a local 
diner and homeless. Eventually, she 
moved in with her grandmother, but at 
16, her grandmother sold the house, 
and Barbara was homeless – again. 
She slept in her car, worked two jobs 
and managed to stay in school. She 
lied about her age saying she was 18 
to get her first apartment. 

She graduated, fell in love, married 
and welcomed two children into the 
world by the age of 20. Barbara longed 
to provide her children with the stable 
home she never had, but life with her 
husband was chaotic. She made the 
brave choice to divorce, even though 
it meant losing everything due to the 
debt her husband had amassed during 
their marriage. 

Then a friend invited Barbara to attend 
a Habitat for Humanity dinner, where 
the guest speaker was Millard Fuller, 
Habitat’s founder. “Millard lit a spark in 
my heart that will never go out,” said 
Barbara about that pivotal night. “He 
helped me realize there was hope and 
kindness in the world.” 

Unsure if she would qualify for the 
Habitat homeownership program, 
Barbara applied. While she didn’t 
necessarily have the qualifications 
a conventional lender would use to 

approve someone for a loan, Habitat 
saw that she paid her bills and was 
a hard worker. “Habitat offered me a 
hand up. I was able to come up with 
the down payment and complete the 
sweat equity hours.”

“I still remember the volunteers who 
worked alongside me nailing hurricane 
straps and the kindness they showed 
me. It was one of the best feelings to 
have someone by my side and know 
that they really cared.”

This year, after 17 years, Barbara 
celebrated paying off her Habitat home 
and becoming mortgage free. Through 
her hard work and perseverance, 
and with the kindness of strangers, 
she achieved her dream of giving her 
children a stable home to grow up in 
and an address they will always know 
as their own. 

“Complete strangers, came to 
help me, someone they didn’t 
know, literally build a better life. I’ll 
never forget that feeling or those 
volunteers. Their small acts of 
kindness have impacted my life and 
my children’s lives forever.”

everyone can help 
build the future

You can help build lasting impact for 
families like Barbara's beyond your lifetime. 
Learn more with the Building the Future 
Legacy Society insert for more information.

Every act of kindness 
builds a legacy
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Barbara along with her husband and 
son, proudly show off her “Satisfaction 
of Mortgage” certificate at the January 
2019 Mortgage Burning Ceremony. 

habitat4humanity.org     5



Habitat Heroes
Ron Vandeveld Irrevocable Trust
Shadow Wood Charitable Foundation

Home Sponsors
Anonymous Donor
Beacon Point Associates, LLC.
Chico’s FAS
Daniel J. and Jane H. Berktold 

Habitat for Humanity Fund
Mrs. Vicki Cooper * SW & Mr. Alan 

Einhorn
Mr. & Mrs. Brian Lucas SW2 SM

Mr. & Mrs. Terrence Mulligan
Publix Super Markets Charities, Inc.
Rotary Club of Bonita Springs   

Dream Builders Club
Mr. & Mrs. Shawn McIntyre

Master Builders Club
Ann Pettersson-Power Charitable 

Gift Fund
Bank of America
Mrs. Lynne Birdt SW

Mr. & Mrs. John Cassin
Craig & Beverley Miller Family Fund
Mr. & Mrs. John Felsenthal
Francis P. Hindelong Memorial Trust
Mr. & Mrs. John Hill *
Mr. & Mrs. Larry Hinman
Homeownership for All, Inc.
Mr. & Mrs. Dennis Kozlowski
Mr. & Mrs. Edward Lizak SW2

Mr. & Mrs. Bill Price
Mr. & Mrs. Jeffrey Schrank
Southwest Florida Community 

Foundation
Robert and Patricia Stift Charitable 

Fund
Mr. & Mrs. Dewey Tate
Mr. & Mrs. William Walter
Wells Fargo Foundation
Zonta Foundation of Southwest 

Florida/Sanibel-Captiva

Hope Builders Club
Achieva Credit Union
Mr. George Byam
Cape Coral Chrysler Dodge 

Jeep Ram
Mr. & Mrs. David Davis
Edison National Bank
Mr. John Fruth
GL Homes of Florida Corporation
Hi-Tech Cooling & Controls, Inc.
Mr. & Mrs. Elmo Hurst
Mr. & Mrs. Mitch Hutchcraft *
Mr. & Mrs. Keith Hynes
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Idelson
Mr. & Mrs. Lance Johnson
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Jones
Dr. & Mrs. Michael Mullinix *
Norris Home Furnishings, LLC
Dr.'s Andy & Denise Oakes-Lottridge
Dr. & Mrs. Jim Penuel SW2

Re-Bath of SWFL
Royal Palm Coast Realtor 

Association Housing Foundation
Mr. & Mrs. Ronald Sperling
State Farm Insurance Company
The Al and Nancy Burnett Charitable 

Foundation, Inc.
Mr. & Mrs. August Turturro
William E. Cross Foundation, Inc.

Finish Carpenters Club
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Arnall * SW2

Mrs. Patricia Benner * SW2

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Burgstahler
Mr. & Mrs. David Daly
Mr. & Mrs. William Douglas
Fernandez Family Foundation
Florida Hometown Title & 

Escrow, LLC
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Flynn
FMSbonds, Inc.
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Green SW2

Mr. & Mrs. David Knust
Mr. Jason Lipsher
Mr. & Mrs. David Momot
Pavese Law Firm
Mr. & Mrs. John Ross
Rotary Club of Sanibel-Captiva
Mr. & Mrs. Ted Smith
Suncoast Credit Union
Mr. & Mrs. Mark Suwyn
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Von Maur
Mr. & Mrs. Wayne Wellman

Wall Raiser Club
Anonymous Donor
Mr. & Mrs. Mark Ain
Mr. Pablito Almira
Mr. & Mrs. Darrel Anderson
Mr. & Mrs. Donny Andrews
Dr. Anita Arnold
Ms. Susan Atwell
Aubuchon Family Fund * SW

Mr. Charles Avery & Mrs. Ellen D. 
Dennis

Mr. & Mrs. William Barbre
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Beebe
Mr. & Mrs. Lowell Benson SW2

Mr. & Mrs. Paul Ben-Susan
Mr. & Mrs. Clyde Berger
Mr. & Mrs. David Beswick
Ms. Margaret Bisgrove
Ms. Ann Boston-Reamey
Mr. & Mrs. Dwight Bowden
Ms. Joan Bulvanoski
Mr. & Mrs. Edmund Burke
Ms. Katherine Caldwell
Mr. Michael Capriano & 

Ms. Jeannette Bennett
Mrs. Jane Cookson
Ms. Sharon Cross
Mr. & Mrs. Ray Curler
Mr. & Mrs. Ralph Davis
Desai Family Donor Advised Fund
Ms. Beverly Dommerich
Mr. & Mrs. William Drew
Mr. & Mrs. William Drum
Mrs. Gail Dupre
Ms. Lisa Duritsch SW & Mr. John 

Meiser
Ms. Harriet Eddlemon
Mr. James & Lionelle Elsesser
Mr. & Mrs. Grant Erickson SW

Mr. & Mrs. Doug Ewing
Mr. & Mrs. Ron Ezerski
Ms. Jeananne Folaros * SW2

Fort Family Foundation
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Gambino
Mr. & Mrs. Raymond Garea
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Garner
Mr. & Mrs. Jeffrey Garvin SW

Grant & Christine Kurtz Foundation
Mr. & Mrs. Chancey Graziano
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Grimes
Hampton Golf, Inc.
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Hansen
Mr. & Mrs. Timothy Hawkins *
Mrs. Sally Hebeisen
Mr. John Henning
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Hiatt
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Hulit
Ms. Ellen Hyndman

Mr. & Mrs. James Irwin
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Jacobsen
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Jaycox
Mr. & Mrs. J. Paul Kadlic
Knights of Columbus Saint Andrew
Ms. Joyce Koons
Lake Michigan Credit Union of 

Florida
Mr. & Mrs. Tom Lammert
Lawson Family Charitable 

Foundation
Mr. Michael Lensing
Mr. & Mrs. Christopher Loyd
Mr. & Mrs. Dennis Lubozynski
Mr. & Mrs. David Machamer
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Maguire
Mr. & Mrs. Tom Maish
Ms. Sheila Massey
Ms. Mary McVay
Ms. Berneda Meeks
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Moe
Ms. Neale Montgomery
Mr. & Mrs. Roger Morgan
Mr. & Mrs. John Nastasi
Mrs. Karen O'Bryan
Mr. & Mrs. David Owen *
Dr. & Mrs. D. Reid Patterson
Mr. & Mrs. Jerry Peppercorn
Mr. William Podl
Mr. Austin Power
Mrs. Tyra Read SW

Dr. & Mrs. David Reardon
Reese Family Charitable Foundation
Mr. & Mrs. Randal Richardson
Mr. & Mrs. Christopher Riley
Mr. & Mrs. Ralph Scearce
Schenian Family Foundation, Inc.
Mr. & Mrs. John Scheumann
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Schinke
Ms. Virginia Schofield
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Sebes
Mr. & Mrs. Frank Semcer
Dr. & Mrs. Howard Sheridan
Mr. & Mrs. Jason Soholt SW

Mr. & Mrs. John Spoelhof
Ms. Deborah Stahlhuth Holmes
Mr. & Mrs. Art Steidel SW2

Mr. & Mrs. Richard Stolz
Mr. & Mrs. Radford Sturgis SW

Mr. & Mrs. Lewis Sutherland
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Tanielian
The Fred and Martha Kohnke 

Charitable Fund
The Robert and Marcia Oswald 

Family Foundation
Ms. Anna (Boots) Tolles SW2

Mr. Omer Troyer
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Vento
Mr. Kevin Weidling
Mr. Robert Weiss
Mr. & Mrs. Dennis Wells
Dr. & Mrs. Timothy Whiteman
Mr. & Mrs. James Wier
Mrs. Patricia Zambuto SW

Sustaining Builders
Mr. Jerry Bolton
Mr. Samuel Disano
Mrs. Ellie Fox
Mr. Louis Friedrichs
Mr. James Hamilton
Mrs. Deborah Hervey
IBM Employee Services Center
Ms. Angela Kaiser
Ms. Susan Krauter
Mr. & Mrs. John Nastasi
Mrs. Cassandra Nocifora
Ms. Miriam Pereira
Ms. Shirley Sloper

Ms. Rhoda Todd

In Memory Of
Paul Allegretto
Rick Anderson
Robert Bain
Robert Brinley
Cindy Caputo
Robert C Clifford
Joe Decker
Lawrence V. DeCresle
Don Eddlemon
Jeannette Einhorn
Michael James Gilmore
Mike Griffin
Judy Haase
Jerry Havill
Joseph Heard
Georgia Hitzing
Mary Lou and Leonard Holtz
Malissa Langley
Charles H. Laurence
Janet Lieb
Florence E. Lostuzzi
Baby Philip Mackessy
Bennie Malcioln
Christine Mercer
Lorraine Hennegin Nelson
Margaret Peabody
Gail Pennington
Willard Peterson
James W. Quilty
Rev. Susan B. Rice-Waller SW

Harold Ruth
Bob Sears
Jackie Smith
Paul K. Taefi
Ron Vandeveld
Betty Weisel

In Honor of
Charles Avery & Ellen Dennis
Elisha Baird SW

James Flaherty
The Cottrill-Hines Family
Jack David
Angel Drwal
Harold Elsesser
Daniel L. Frye
Kitty Green SW2

Mary Jo Hardy
Sandra & Jim Hogue
Mary & Scott Jenkins
Ana Machamer
Kelly McWilliams
Christina Medor
Evelyn Nelson
Wayne & Laurye Omelia
Angela Peffley SW

David & Barbara Peirson
Habitat for Humanity ReStore
Jessica Rickert
Mary Gayle Sartwell
Lee Stoneback
Winston & Helene Watts

Thank you, every gift empowers families in Lee & 
Hendry Counties    October 1, 2018 - March 31, 2019

Board Member* =

Women Build 
SuperWoman(2)/
Man

=SW(2)/SM

Building a Legacy 
Society Member=Bold

KEY:
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Neighbors giving a hand up to 
their neighbors

Special thanks to our corporate sponsors:

join
 us

for one of the 65 home dedications we will 
celebrate this fiscal year. Email Rachel West at 
RachelW@habitat4humanity.org to learn more. 

2018

G
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BEST
OF BUSINESS

We have worked hard to be recognized for our 
accountability and transparency. We are extremely 
diligent in keeping costs down and maximizing the 
dollars invested by our donors. 

Rosa volunteered alongside her 
neighbors from Pelican Landing to 
help build her home and community 
members from Pelican Landing rallied 
their neighbors to help sponsor Rosa’s 
Habitat house. 

Thank you to the Pelican Landing community 
for raising the funds to build Rosa's house 
and for volunteering alongside her as she 
built strength and stability for herself and her 
family. Rosa (second from left) proudly shows off the keys to her new Habitat 

home with members of the Pelican Landing Habitat Committee.

Bonita Bay’s Habitat volunteer group, 
The Nail Pounders, helped Martin build 
his home and the Bonita Bay captains 
shared Habitat’s mission with their 
neighbors to help fund the sponsorship 
of Martin’s house. 

Thank you to Bonita Bay’s Habitat volunteer 
group, The Nail Pounders, and the Bonita Bay 
fundraising captians and committee for their 
willingness to dig in, get dirty and lift Martin 
up through an affordable Habitat house. Richard Garner (left) congratulates Habitat homebuyer, Martin, during 

Martin’s home dedication.
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FT. MYERS, FL

PERMIT NO. 406

1288 N. Tamiami Trail 
North Fort Myers, FL 33903

join us for 
habitat 101
Join us for Habitat 101! Held 
monthly, this informative lunch 
and tour of our North Fort Myers 
campus will provide you an 
overview of our history, work in the 
community, and where you can 
make a difference. 

RSVP at habitat4humanity.org.

 
 

@HabitatRestoresofLeeandHendryCounties

You don’t have to lift a hammer 
to build a house.

Bonita Springs
9080 Bonita Beach Rd.
Bonita Springs, FL 34135

North Fort Myers
31 Willis Rd.
N. Fort Myers, FL 33903

South Fort Myers
16133 S. Tamiami Trail
Fort Myers, FL 33908

McGregor
15271 McGregor Blvd.
Fort Myers, FL 33908


